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of the University of Arkansas 
Chancellor’s Society and given the Uni-
versity of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences Distinguished Service Award. 

Northwest Arkansas will long re-
member the contributions made by Pat 
Walker, and we join her 2 children, 7 
grandchildren, and 15 great-grand-
children in celebrating her wonderful 
life. 

f 

VOTING RIGHTS 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of all of those individ-
uals who died or were assaulted trying 
to register to vote and vote. I rise 
today in support of all of those individ-
uals who are registering to vote and 
will vote. I also rise to condemn the as-
sault on Americans’ fundamental right 
to vote. 

Across the country, including in my 
home State of Ohio, we are seeing 
greater restrictions on voting rights 
following the Shelby County v. Holder 
decision. It is no secret these laws are 
designed to make it harder for Ameri-
cans to vote, specifically, minorities. 
They are laws like the one passed by 
the Ohio Legislature taking away 
‘‘Golden Week,’’ a week-long period al-
lowing individuals, Mr. Speaker, to 
both register to vote and cast a ballot 
at the same time. 

Well, I say enough is enough. Our de-
mocracy is stronger when all Ameri-
cans, not just a few select, are able to 
vote. As our chaplain said today, let us 
work together so freedoms flourish. 

Let us not give up, Mr. Speaker. Let 
us pass H.R. 885, the Voting Rights 
Amendment Act, to restore the full 
power of the Voting Rights Act and 
right the wrongs created. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KIMBERLY BIGOS 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Kimberly Bigos, a 
student at Spring Arbor University in 
my district. 

Kimberly created the moving piece of 
artwork displayed to my left. I have 
had the privilege to see it in person, 
and the picture doesn’t do it justice. It 
is a life-size wheelchair made out of lit-
tle toy green Army men, innocent as 
they might be. She used more than 
1,000 Army men and spent more than 60 
hours to finish it. 

The sculpture signifies all the as-
pects of military service, from fighting 
on the front lines in battle, to return-
ing home with life-altering injuries, to 
the supreme sacrifice. 

America’s veterans sacrifice so much 
and we often lose sight of the effects of 
their service. Kimberly’s sculpture is a 
powerful reminder about real life for 
our wounded warriors. These men and 
women have displayed incredible cour-

age and heroism in service to our coun-
try, and now it is time for us to serve 
them. 

f 

b 1215 

STARBUCKS AND FEEDING 
AMERICA TACKLING HUNGER 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, to 
kick off Hunger Action Month, today I 
joined with Representative LYNN JEN-
KINS of Kansas on a tour of Starbucks 
on Capitol Hill to learn about an inno-
vative partnership between Feeding 
America and Starbucks to donate un-
used food. 

At the end of each day, Starbucks 
will package surplus ready-to-eat food 
that gets picked up overnight and de-
livered to local food banks. I was im-
pressed by the selection of nutritious 
food. We often think of Starbucks as a 
place to stop for a great cup of coffee, 
but we saw a number of healthy op-
tions like salads, sandwiches, and 
more. 

Starbucks will expand the project to 
all its stores in the next few years. 
They expect to donate 50 million meals 
annually, diverting 60 million pounds 
of surplus food away from landfills and 
to hungry families in need. 

More than 47 million Americans suf-
fer from hunger and food insecurity. In 
the richest country in the world, we 
must do all we can to ensure that no 
family goes hungry, and donating un-
used food is a key step. Starbucks de-
serves much credit for being a leader in 
the effort to end hunger. 

f 

SUICIDE PREVENTION MONTH 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, recently, Roger Webb, of the 
University of Manchester, conducted a 
study which found that when parents 
have psychiatric illnesses or have at-
tempted suicide, their children are at 
increased risk for attempting suicide 
themselves. 

Our healthcare system for families 
with genetic histories of other biologi-
cal diseases should be no different from 
those of psychiatric diseases. We must 
intervene early before the mental 
health crisis starts. But, unfortu-
nately, in the United States, with too 
few psychiatric beds, a shortage of psy-
chiatrists and psychologists, and 112 
Federal agencies that are a disjointed 
mess, no, we are not there yet. 

But the House passed the Helping 
Families in Mental Health Crisis Act in 
July to make a difference in this. We 
now call upon the Senate to make a 
difference as well. They need to make 
sure they pass this bill and don’t pass 
up the opportunity to save lives. 

So far, since September 1, 7,672 lives 
have been lost related to mental ill-
ness; and since the House-passed bill, 
61,000. We have to understand we must 
have treatment before these tragedies 
and provide help before hope. 

I hope the Senate passes H.R. 2646 be-
fore they leave in September. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUSAN MARCHESE 
(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize one of Omaha’s 
most illustrious athletes, Susan Mar-
chese. Susan has been a dominant fig-
ure in Nebraska amateur golf for 40 
years, dating back to her first two high 
school State championships in 1977 and 
1978 as a student athlete at Omaha’s 
Duchesne Academy. 

After high school, she attended the 
University of Oklahoma, where she was 
a four-time letter winner and an indi-
vidual runner-up in the Big Eight tour-
nament in 1981. 

Throughout the course of her post- 
college career, Susan has won 18 State 
amateur golf championships, 16 Omaha 
city championships, and six Nebraska 
senior women’s golf championships. 
Her success on the green led to her in-
duction as a member of the Nebraska 
Golf Hall of Fame, Nebraska High 
School Hall of Fame, Omaha Athletic 
Hall of Fame, and the Duchesne Acad-
emy Sports Hall of Fame. 

Now, as a Member of the House of 
Representatives, I am here to recognize 
the outstanding career of Susan Mar-
chese. 

f 

DEFECTIVE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
(Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with grave con-
cerns over a recent Justice Department 
Inspector General report detailing how 
Federal Prison Industries manufac-
tured defective military equipment 
that endangered the lives of our troops. 

The DOJ investigation into FPI, 
which is owned and operated by the 
U.S. Bureau of Prisons found that ‘‘FPI 
had endemic manufacturing problems.’’ 

This photo of a test mannequin in an 
NBC News story about defective pris-
oner-made equipment shows brain dam-
age likely would have occurred from a 
small 9 millimeter bullet through a 
helmet. 

Making matters worse, the investiga-
tion also uncovered that FPI employ-
ees instructed inmates to lie and false-
ly indicate that the helmets being 
manufactured had passed inspection 
and met the required safety specifica-
tions. This is completely unacceptable, 
and potentially criminal. 

The FPI response? Reassign the em-
ployees. 

Can you imagine if these were pri-
vate sector employees rather than gov-
ernment bureaucrats? 
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In order to hold FPI accountable, I 

have introduced H.R. 4671, the Small 
Business Protection Act. It is our re-
sponsibility to supply our troops with 
the highest quality, American-made 
gear available. FPI does not deliver on 
that promise, and I request the support 
of my colleagues in this endeavor. 

f 

ZIKA IS A GROWING PUBLIC 
HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, when we 
left Washington 7 weeks ago, there 
were 311 Zika cases in Florida, and no 
local infections. Now there are over 600 
cases, including 56 local infections, and 
the number of cases in pregnant women 
has doubled. 

Rather than meeting the serious pub-
lic health crisis with serious policy, 
Republican leadership is playing a dan-
gerous game by blocking Zika funding 
to make a political statement about 
Planned Parenthood and abortion. 

We get it. You oppose women exer-
cising their constitutionally protected 
rights. You would like to live in a 
world where women don’t have access 
to safe and legal abortion. You want to 
live in a world where Roe v. Wade is 
not the law of the land and where 
women do not have access to contra-
ception. Enough. 

In the real world, Zika is spread by 
mosquitoes and Zika spreads through 
sex. Safe sex means fewer infections, 
and Planned Parenthood will help in 
this fight. 

It is time to protect American fami-
lies in the real world, where the Con-
stitution protects women’s health care 
rights, and where we are facing a pub-
lic health crisis from the Zika virus. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Republican lead-
ers to listen to anxious Floridians, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, who 
want Congress to act for them and not 
for attempted political gain. 

f 

100 YEARS OF SUPPORT FOR 
MINNESOTA FARMERS 

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Anoka County 
Farm Bureau. As a supporter of agri-
culture in Minnesota’s Sixth District, 
the Anoka County Farm Bureau does 
an excellent job promoting the inter-
ests of Minnesota’s farmers and their 
products and produce. 

For many farmers in Minnesota, 
farming is not just a job; it is a way of 
life often passed from one generation 
to the next. They work 7 days a week, 
from dusk till dawn, to ensure that our 
groceries are stocked and that Min-
nesotans are fed quality food. It is not 
an easy job, but it is a vital one. 

As the backbone of Minnesota’s econ-
omy, our farmers deserve as much help 

as possible. Without the constant sup-
port of the Anoka County Farm Bu-
reau, our district and our State would 
not be where it is today. That is why I 
not only want to congratulate the 
Anoka County Farm Bureau on this 
very special anniversary, but I want to 
thank them for supporting Minnesota 
farmers for the past century, and we 
look forward to a long future. 

f 

ZIKA VIRUS IS PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to discuss 
the Zika virus, which has now become 
a serious public health emergency. Of-
ficials from the Department of Health 
and Human Services have spent August 
reiterating the dire need for funding to 
protect the American public from Zika 
and its potential harm. 

While the Centers for Disease Control 
worked furiously to control and re-
search the mosquitoes that carry this 
virus, and the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases labors 
over finding a vaccine for the virus, 
Congress has stalled over funding the 
package. 

You have heard the cry from Demo-
crats and Republicans about how seri-
ous this is. In the United States, in-
cluding territories, we currently have 
16,832 active Zika virus cases. In south 
Florida, we now have cases of local 
transmission that could have been pre-
vented with better vector control and 
preparedness. 

We must give our health profes-
sionals the tools they need to fight the 
spread of this virus. Today I ask that 
we in Congress do our jobs, please. 

f 

COMMEMORATING FRANCIS 
BELLAMY 

(Mr. COLLINS of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate 
Francis Bellamy, one of the most influ-
ential individuals from Mount Morris, 
New York. Francis Bellamy is the au-
thor of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Today marks the 124th anniversary 
of the Pledge of Allegiance, which was 
first published in a magazine called 
The Youth’s Companion, on September 
8, 1892. 

The Pledge was originally written as 
part of a campaign to put American 
flags in every school in the United 
States. In its original form, it read: ‘‘I 
pledge allegiance to my Flag and the 
Republic for which it stands, one na-
tion, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.’’ 

In 1923, the words ‘‘the Flag of the 
United States of America’’ were added. 

In 1954, Congress added the words 
‘‘under God,’’ creating the 31-word 
pledge we say today. 

Bellamy’s words are recited millions 
of times every day and are ingrained in 
our society as an expression of national 
pride and patriotism. 

f 

HURRICANE HERMINE AND THE 
NORTH FLORIDA WAY 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 250,000 people were without power. 
Ten-foot storm surges destroyed 
homes. Lives were lost. This is what 
my hometown and north Florida has 
experienced in the past week as a re-
sult of Hermine, the first hurricane to 
strike Florida in 11 years. 

It was one of the worst storms ever 
to hit north Florida, but throughout 
all the devastation and destruction, we 
also witnessed community, kindness, 
and love, or what I like to call the 
north Florida way. 

Organizations like the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army sheltered and fed those 
in need. Churches opened their doors to 
those suffering, and neighbors took in 
neighbors to help give them respite and 
relief from the heat. 

Mr. Speaker, it will take weeks and 
months for us to recover from this 
storm, but today I want to recognize 
and thank all organizations, volun-
teers, workers, and people who have 
helped us all in our time of need. 
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. We are truly grateful. 

f 

HURRICANE HERMINE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this 
past week, the Tampa Bay Area was 
impacted by the flooding as a result of 
Hurricane Hermine. I personally vis-
ited the flooded areas in my district 
throughout the weekend, and I saw 
families and properties that were dev-
astated. Some of the worst-hit areas 
were along the Anclote River Basin. 

Unfortunately, despite infrastructure 
improvements throughout the county, 
this area has been repeatedly impacted 
by flooding. One potential solution is 
to dredge the Anclote River to help im-
prove flood water egress through the 
basin. This will help provide residents 
with long-term relief. 

I have reached out to the Army Corps 
of Engineers to ask that the agency 
help craft a permanent, workable solu-
tion. The safety of our community is at 
stake, and I will not rest until we get 
this done. 

f 

ZIKA IS A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, we have got 
a public health crisis on our hands. We 
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